
COMM 1101 (Section: 008)    Introduction to Public Speaking  

Spring 2012 • Tues & Thurs 11:15am to 12.30 pm • Ford Hall 127  

Instructor: Mia Fischer, MA               Office: Ford Hall 285 
Email: fisch792@umn.edu                                                                          Dept. Phone: 612-624-5800 
Office Hours:  Tues 12.30-1.30pm; Thurs 12.30pm-1.30pm and by appointment                                    

 
I. Course Overview  
 

The art and practice of public speaking is elemental to civility and community. It pervades the trivium, 

the name given to the three foundational liberal arts of grammar, logic, and rhetoric. This course 

explores theories and principles of effective and ethical public speaking while providing an emphasis on 

your personal development as a public speaker.  The cultivation of proficiency in public speaking is vital 

to your personal and professional success, as employers regularly indicate to us that oral and written 

communication competencies are among the most desirable attributes of any workforce.  Community 

and public life without effective speaking is difficult to imagine, as successful healthcare workers, city 

councils, political campaigns, and various educational and governmental entities all rely on what the 

Roman politician Cicero labeled “eloquence.”   

CLE Civic Life & Ethics Theme 

This course satisfies the Council of Liberal Education’s Civic Life & Ethics theme.  “Civic life and public 

engagement is not simply political activity; it inevitably encompasses the everyday actions that 

individuals take in their personal, professional, and public lives. Ethics involves acquisition of insight into 

experiences that help us to make decisions about what is good or bad, right or wrong, just or unjust—

and to recognize the ambiguity inherent in many public problems.”  Every act of public communication is 

an ethical act that advances some values and resists others.  In this course, we will work together to 

define ethics, understand the role of ethics in civic life, and explore how ethical principles of society 

emerge as a result of public advocacy and deliberation.   

 

Course objectives include your ability to 
• THINK critically and creatively  • ANALYZE a rhetorical situation  
• LISTEN critically and constructively  • DISCERN research and evidence  
• CONSTRUCT public messages   • DISCUSS communication concepts  
• PRESENT yourself to a public   • RELATE with different cultures  
• EVALUATE your role as a rhetor  • APPLY a personal code of ethics  

 
 
II. Course Materials  
 

A. The textbook:  O’Brien, L. (2009). A Speaker’s Resource Guide: Listener-Centered Public Speaking. 

 New York: McGraw Hill. 

B. You also need a functioning UMN email account that you check regularly and access to Moodle. 
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C. Finally, common sense is good, too. If you are running late on a speech day, please listen carefully at 
the door before entering. Only enter between speeches, and do so subtly, sheepishly, and expediently.  

 
 
III. Philosophy and Policies ** PLEASE READ THIS SECTION CAREFULLY AND THOUGHTFULLY **  
 
A. Academic Integrity  

 Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  Giving a speech or 
speeches prepared by another student is plagiarism, as is to simply cut and paste from the Internet.  
All speeches and written work submitted in this class must be the original work of the student.  Close 
adherence to the content or arrangement of someone else’s work must be accompanied by a clear 
acknowledgement of the source.  Consistent with the University’s Student Conduct Code, any finding 
that a student has committed an honor violation will result in an F grade for the course. If you have 
any questions as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please contact me and/or refer to the 
University website (http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/studentconduct.html).     

 
B. Attendance  

1. As required by the faculty of the Department of Communication, any student who misses the first 
week of classes following registration in the course will be dropped from the course.   

2. This is both a theory and performance class, and thus, to understand what is required for an 
effective speech and to improve your public speaking you must attend class.  The general rule of 
thumb is that you are expected to attend all classes.  Attendance will be taken regularly.  However, 
I realize that emergencies do arise so you are allowed three classes of absences for emergencies 
such as illness, family emergencies or celebrations, mechanical failure of your car, alarm clock, 
bicycle, etc. with no penalty to your grade.  Any absence beyond the three allotted will result in a 
deduction of five points per absence from your final grade at the end of the semester.   Students 
who miss classes due to participation in College-related activities or religious holidays must 
provide appropriate documentation prior to any missed classes.  Subject to my discretion and 
University of Minnesota policy, more than ten absences will result in a WA grade for the course. 

 
C. Class Conduct and Values  

 What constitutes “appropriate conduct”? Appropriate conduct in our classroom is governed by two 
core values: inquiry and civility.   Inquiry demands that our classroom serve as an open forum for the 
exchange of ideas. Strive to be creative, to take risks, and to challenge our conventional wisdom 
when you see the opportunity.  Civility demands the preservation of courtesy and consideration. 
Nothing less than ultimate respect for the voice, rights, and safety of others will be tolerated in this 
course. Threatening or disruptive behavior will result in course dismissal and failure.  In class, use 
language appropriate to a professional setting.  I expect that you will try to avoid offending or 
degrading someone or some group of people because of their race, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, 
or physical appearance.  Try to use gender-neutral language in your speaking and writing. 

 
D. Discussion and Learning  

My favorite discussions are ones that cause me to stop after class and reconsider my point of view.  
My expectation as a teacher and continual student of the world is that our best learning derives from 
classroom discussions that:  

 • challenge or defend the ideas, theories, and skills that are presented to us,  
 • extend a body of knowledge into different arenas and applications, and  
 • result in a synergy that compels us to seek resolution to these discussions.  
 

http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/studentconduct.html
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E. Late Work  
1. If you have a conflict with a due date, be sure to talk with me about it in advance of that date.  
2. Unless we have discussed and arranged for special circumstances in advance, late work will not be 

accepted for a grade.  
 
F. Gizmos and Gadgets  

1. Electronic devices must be turned off during class time. If you have been granted accommodation 
to record lectures, you must notify the professor in advance with necessary documentation.  

2. Laptops or other mobile devices may not be used during class without permission. If you want to 
use a laptop during class, discuss this with me during the first week of class.  

 
G. Impairment/Disability  

Reasonable accommodations are made for students with properly documented disabilities. Students 
approved to receive accommodations through the Center for Disability Services (http://ds.umn.edu)  
are responsible for notifying me during the first week of class and one week before accommodation is 
needed.  

 
H. Non-Native/ESL Speakers 
    I strongly encourage all of you to make use of the U’s excellent Writing Center (http://writing.umn.                                                    
    edu/sws/index.htmlto) located at Nicholson and Appleby Hall to prepare and work on your speech   
    outlines, especially if you have trouble with grammar, sentence structure, or pronunciations. Student    
    Writing Support (SWS) offers free writing instruction for students at all stages of the writing process     
    and will help you to develop productive writing habits and revision strategies. 
 
I. Remarks about Reading  

Our time in class demands challenge, justification, and discussion of ideas raised in the assigned 
reading. Likewise, your course grade and academic experience will be enhanced if you can effectively 
articulate and contextualize different concepts offered in the readings. In this regard, be sure that you 
plan ahead and give yourself ample time and a cohesive environment for reading. Don’t read at the 
last minute.  

 
J. Remarks about Research: the “Wikipedia rule”  

I love the internet. I keep up with friends living far away and like to read about and see images of 
different places and things. Wikipedia and other web sites can introduce me to something new or 
unfamiliar. Wikipedia might even point me in the direction of more authoritative research. Wikipedia, 
though, does not constitute an appropriate source for academic research. Research that has been 
peer-reviewed, edited, and accepted for publication is more credible than the often capricious efforts 
that appear on a blog or web site. What you find online may be colorful, provocative, and interesting, 
but usually is not adequate for college-level research.  Be sure to note the difference between a web 
page and a secured reference database that you access from a web page. Sources found within 
academic databases like EBSCO often are likely to be highly credible sources.  So, the Wikipedia rule is 
simple: don’t cite web sites…including Wikipedia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ds.umn.edu/
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IV. Course FAQs  
 

What is required to pass this course?  
1. Note the attendance policy for this course. Missing too many class sessions will result in automatic 

course failure.  
2. Completion of all assigned work is necessary to pass this course. Any work left uncompleted will result 

in automatic course failure.  
 
I need to know/appeal my grade. 
1. Due to right-to-privacy restrictions, I do not discuss grades via email or over the phone.  
2. I follow a “24/7” policy for discussing and appealing grades. If you want to appeal a grade, submit a 

brief typewritten memo more than 24 hours after and within 7 days of earning that grade explaining 
why you feel a change is warranted.  

 
What happens if I miss a speech because I am injured/sick?  
You need to contact me in advance and with medical documentation in order to reschedule a speech. 
Otherwise, it cannot be made up and will result in a 0/F.  
 
What’s the course grading scale?  

 

100-93.0% = A  89.99-87.5% = B+  79.99-77.5% = C+ 69.99-67.5% = D+ 
92.9-90.0% = A-  87.49-83.0% = B  77.49-73.0% = C 67.49-63.0% = D 
82.99-80.0% = B-  72.99-70.0% = C-  62.99-60.0% = D-  
59.99% and below = F 
 

What does an “A” speech look like?  
 

F = FAILURE. This is your starting grade. It remains the grade if your speech doesn’t fulfill the standards 
set for the assignment. Failing grades are not common; they denote an uncompleted or incomplete 
speech, a below average speech that is also assessed with a time penalty, or a speech that threatens 
the safety of others.  

D = DEFICIENT. Your grade moves up to a “D” but no higher if the speech is largely complete, but doesn’t 
live up to the standards established for the assignment. There are significant problems with this 
speech. Because basic requirements and expectations are not achieved, it is either a below average 
speech or an average speech assessed with a time penalty.  

C = COMPETENT. A “C” grade marks a complete speech that fulfills the assignment expectations. It is an 
average speech. There might be some minor problems with the presentation, but other aspects that 
are good or even exceptional might offset them. To earn this grade, your speech should meet the 
basic requirements for the assignment without any time penalty.  

B = BENEFICIAL. This speech rises above and beyond the standards established in class. A “B” grade 
conveys that I was impressed with your speech. As an above average speech, it offers benefit to the 
audience and generates positive responses. To earn this grade, your speech should reflect initiative 
and surpass the basic requirements and expectations for the assignment.  

A = AWESOME. In other words, it inspires awe. It moves the audience to think about something in a 
profound way. Sheer excellence and/or significant improvement has been shown. To earn this grade, 
your speech should not only surpass the basic requirements and expectations for the assignment, 
but also reflect creativity (imagination, originality), sophistication (finesse, fluency), and a higher 
level of difficulty (complexity, risk). 
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Do you have any tips for doing well in this course?  
 

#1. Advance preparation is essential in this course. Because you have a lot to do and to keep track of, 
remind yourself which deadlines are next. Also keep this in mind: you often are working on two 
speeches at the same time in this course.  

#2. You have different competencies than your fellow classmates, and one key to success will be your 
ability to tap into your own unique talents and interests.  Also, I value improvement more than 
innate ability in this course.  

#3. Be creative! Stand out! Exceed the expected! Mind the expectations required of each assignment 
while also infusing your own personality and conviction into whatever you pursue.  

 
 
V. Course Assignments  
 

Speeches (65%); Annotated Bibliography, Outlines and Works Cited (15%)  
You will present a minimum of five prepared speeches and one impromptu speech. The impromptu 
speech will not be graded, but will be redone if the first attempt is not satisfactory. These five prepared 
speeches comprise the bulk of your grade. Preparatory assignments are due in advance of the latter 
three speeches.  
 

Introductory Speech: 5%  
Declamation Speech: 5% 
Annotated Bibliography and Key Word Outline for Informative Speech: 5%  
Informative Speech: 15%  
Outline and Works Cited for Advocacy Speech: 5% 
Advocacy Speech: 20%  
Outline and Works Cited for Protest Speech: 5%  
Social Change/Protest Speech: 20%  

 
Reflection Essays (5%)  
Two brief reflection essays (a peer evaluation and a self evaluation) are due later in the term and are 
checked for completion and effort. Each essay should be specifically reflective and constructive as well 
as clearly and competently written.  
 
Pop Quizzes (5%) 
There will be a minimum of four pop quizzes at the beginning of class during the semester that will cover 
relevant class information, lecture notes, as well as assigned reading material from previous class 
periods. Questions on these 15-point quizzes will be multiple choice, matching, true/false, and/or short-
answer and perhaps a short essay. 
 
Presence (10%)  
I regard your active presence as constituting a vital part of your classmates’ learning experiences. Some 
notes regarding presence:  

1. Do not equate presence with attendance. You do not earn credit just for showing up.  
2. Presence includes both being on time to class and meaningful participation in class (i.e. quality of 

your contributions to discussion, outline draft workshop, impromptu speaking, and peer 
assessment; constructive listening feedback; projecting a productive attitude).  

3. Your presence grade also might account for in-class work such as pop quizzes over the assigned 
reading.  
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VI. Tentative Schedule  
 
*** This schedule is preliminary and subject to change.  Advance notice of schedule changes will be given if 
possible.  As far as due dates and speech dates are concerned, the schedule here is not enough. Be sure also 
to refer to the SCHEDULE file on Moodle, which notes those speech and due dates (annotated bibliography, 
outlines) that vary from student to student.  Remember that there is no final exam; self evaluation essays are 
due in lieu of a final exam.   
 

  Date  Topics  Reading and assignments due for this 
session  

1  1/17,  
1/19  

Introductions, logistics, syllabus; Rhetoric and 
situation; Managing anxiety; Discuss Intro 
speech.  

 
1-3; 6 

2  1/24, 
1/26  

INTRODUCTORY SPEECHES  
Audience analysis; Structure, transitions and 
signposting; Declamation Speeches will be 
assigned. 

 
8-9; 16 

 

3  1/31, 
2/2  

Delivery 
DECLAMATION SPEECHES 

17; 21-22 (18-19 optional) 

4  2/7, 
2/9 

DECLAMATION SPEECHES Discuss Informative 
speech; Research: Evidence and support 

12A; 27; 10-11 
 

5  2/14,  
2/16  

Frame (Outlining, introduction, and conclusion); 
Presentational Aids; Peer evaluation 

13-15; 24 

6  2/21,  
 
2/23  

Discuss Advocacy speech (audience analysis and 
speech structure) 
INFORMATIVE SPEECHES (7 per day) 

28-29; 12B  
Annotated bib.+outline  due (see SCHEDULE 
file) 

7  2/28,  
3/1 

INFORMATIVE SPEECHES    

8  3/6 
3/8 

INFORMATIVE SPEECHES  
Advocacy Draft Outline Workshop; Active 
Listening; Ethics; 

 
4-5;7 

                                  Spring Break No Class 

9  3/20,  
3/22 

Impromptus; Discuss Protest  speech; 
 

 Advocacy outlines due (see SCHEDULE file) 

10  3/27,  
3/29  

ADVOCACY SPEECHES (8 per day)  

11  4/3,  
4/5 

ADVOCACY SPEECHES 
More with Protest Workshop 

 
All Peer Evaluation essays are due on 4/5 

12  4/10 
4/12 

Language and Style 20; 25B  
Protest outlines due (see SCHEDULE file) 

13 4/17, 
4/19 

PROTEST SPEECHES (7 per day) Self Evaluation essays are due the next class 
session after you speak 

15  4/24,  
4/26, 

PROTEST SPEECHES    

16 5/1, 
5/3 

Speech and course wrap-up 
Last Day of Class 

  

 


