
COMM 3211 Introduction to U.S. Electronic Media  

Maymester 2014 • Mo-Fr 9.05am to 12.05pm • Ford Hall B29 

Instructor: Mia Fischer, MA               Office: Ford Hall 294 
Email: fisch792@umn.edu                                                                          Dept. Phone: 612-624-5800 
Office Hours:  Mo 12.10pm-1.10pm and by appointment                                    

 
I. Course Overview  
 

Media messages are everywhere; they wash over us constantly. Most of us spend more time in the 

mediated world (such as listening to music, watching/streaming TV, surfing the web, etc.) than in our 

non-mediated world (such as talking to a roommate or participating in a class discussion). The media are 

such a pervasive part of everyday life that their presence and power can sometimes go unnoticed. In 

other words, we often take media messages and symbols for granted, accepting them at face value 

without analyzing and deconstructing them. The purpose of this course is to help you become more 

than just consumers of the media, but students and critics of it as well. 

This course presents an introduction to critical media studies:  the analysis of media technologies, texts, 

institutions, audiences, and practices with a focus on the historical, cultural, political, and economic 

contexts in which these intersecting phenomena operate.  This condensed Maymester course will 

provide 1) an understanding of how media have evolved in particular forms; 2) an overview of analytical 

and theoretical approaches to the study of media, as well as 3) a survey of recent shifts in the media 

terrain that are having a significant impact on the future of media studies. 

Key objectives of this are course are:  

 to increase your own media literacy skills by becoming knowledgeable and active critics of the 

media. 

 to develop an historical appreciation for how electronic media developed in the United States 

and how this history has helped shape our current media environment. 

 to understand how introducing new media technologies into an environment can alter social, 

cultural, economic, and political landscapes. 

 to become acquainted with the major approaches, both historical and contemporary, to 

studying electronic media. 

 to identify and explain the major trends and challenges facing the media industries in the digital 

age. 

 

II. Course Materials   
 
Required Textbook (easily available at the bookstore or Amazon): Media & Culture 9th Edition by Richard 

Campbell, Christopher Martin and Bettina Fabos, Boston: Bedford, 2014. 
 

All other the required readings are in two places: 1) Some are hyperlinked in this syllabus online and, 2) 
all PDFs are loaded on Lore. I am flexible with the use of the term “readings.” Some days you will read 
difficult academic pieces, other days you will watch videos or read blogs. No matter the type of reading, 
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you are required to consume it all before you show up to class. Due to the online nature of some of the 
readings, it is up to you whether you want to print them out (those that are literal texts). Regardless, you 
have to come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Taking notes while you engage with the 
readings is highly recommended.  
 
You will need a functioning UMN email account that you check regularly and access to Lore. 
 
 
III. Philosophy and Policies ** PLEASE READ THIS SECTION CAREFULLY AND THOUGHTFULLY **  
 
A. Class Time 

This class may be unique to your college experience thus far as it is primarily discussion based. I will 
often begin class with clarifying key terms and concepts for the day’s readings. We will then transition 
into small and large group discussions based on the readings. I will often bring in media texts for us to 
engage with and connect to the class readings. I especially encourage you to add to class discussion 
when you are still working through ideas and/or are puzzled by class content. My expectation as a 
teacher and continual student of the world is that our best learning derives from classroom discussions 
that:  

 • challenge or defend the ideas, theories, and skills that are presented to us,  
 • extend a body of knowledge into different arenas and applications, and  
 • result in a synergy that compels us to seek resolution to these discussions.  
 
B. Academic Integrity  

Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  All presentations and 
written work submitted in this class must be the original work of the student.  Close adherence to the 
content or arrangement of someone else’s work must be accompanied by a clear acknowledgement of 
the source, employing MLA or APA citation.  Consistent with the University’s Student Conduct Code, 
any finding that a student has committed an honor violation will result in an F grade for the course. If 
you have any questions as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please contact me and/or refer to 
the University website (http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/studentconduct.html).     

 
C. Attendance  

Since this is a fast-paced, condensed Maymester course, I have a rather stringent attendance policy. 
Each class period equates to one week’s worth of material. Thus, missing one day of class is equivalent 
to missing an entire week during the regular 15-week semester, which represents a lot of important 
material. Attending class on a regular basis is imperative to your learning and success in this class. I will 
take attendance every day. For this class, you may have ONE excused absence. Any absence beyond 
that one will result in a deduction of five points per absence from your final grade at the end of the 
term. My hope is that you attend class regularly because you are interested and engaged in the class 
material and discussion. It is your responsibility to talk with a peer about what you miss during class. 

 
D. Class Conduct and Values  

Each of us comes from different backgrounds and experiences. It is my teaching philosophy to create a 
class room environment where everyone feels comfortable to express their views and respects the 
opinions and reaction of others.  Appropriate conduct in our classroom is governed by two core 
values: inquiry and civility. Inquiry demands that our classroom serve as an open forum for the 
exchange of ideas. Civility demands the preservation of courtesy and consideration. Nothing less than 
ultimate respect for the voice, rights, and safety of others will be tolerated in this course. Threatening 
or disruptive behavior will result in course dismissal and failure.

http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/studentconduct.html
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E. Late Work  
1. Discussion questions must be completed on time (before the class session when we discuss them).   
2. If you have a conflict with a due date, be sure to talk with me about it in advance of that date. 

Unless we have discussed and arranged for special circumstances in advance, late work will not be 
accepted for a grade.  

 
F. Gizmos and Gadgets  
1. Laptops are allowed due to our electronic course material. If I catch you on Facebook, Twitter, or 

any other website I have not OKed during class I will ask you to leave.  It is super distracting for 
other students and you are not paying tuition to update your FB status.  

2. No cell phones or texting! 
 
G. Impairment/Disability  

Reasonable accommodations are made for students with properly documented disabilities. Students 
approved to receive accommodations through the Center for Disability Services (http://ds.umn.edu)  
are responsible for notifying me during the first week of class and one week before accommodation is 
needed.  
 

H. Mental Health 
Adjusting to the high expectations of academic life can be difficult and hard to handle. If you are 
experiencing stress, anxiety, and/or depression do not hesitate to contact Boynton to make an 
appointment with the Mental Health Clinic (612-624-1444). Talking through your problems is an 
effective way to get through this challenging time in your life. There is no shame or embarrassment in 
seeking mental health assistance.  

 
I. Remarks about Reading  

Keeping up with the reading and participating in class discussion will be essential to your own success 
in this course, and everyone’s collective effort will be essential for us all to get the most out of the 
class. Our time in class demands challenge, justification, and discussion of ideas raised in the assigned 
reading. Likewise, your course grade and academic experience will be enhanced if you can effectively 
articulate and contextualize different concepts offered in the readings. In this regard, be sure that you 
plan ahead and don’t read at the last minute. To do well in this class, you’ll need to closely follow the 
authors' arguments, take notes, and start formulating your own responses in reading response papers.   

 
J. Remarks about Research: the “Wikipedia rule”  

I love the internet. I keep up with friends living far away and like to read about and see images of 
different places and things. Wikipedia and other web sites can introduce me to something new or 
unfamiliar. Wikipedia might even point me in the direction of more authoritative research. Wikipedia, 
though, does not constitute an appropriate source for academic research. Research that has been 
peer-reviewed, edited, and accepted for publication is more credible than the often capricious efforts 
that appear on a blog or web site. What you find online may be colorful, provocative, and interesting, 
but usually is not adequate for college-level research.  Be sure to note the difference between a web 
page and a secured reference database that you access from a web page. Sources found within 
academic databases like Academic Search Premier or MNCAT often are likely to be highly credible 
sources.  So, the Wikipedia rule is simple: don’t cite web sites…including Wikipedia.  

 

 
 

http://ds.umn.edu/
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IV. Course FAQs  
 

What is required to pass this course?  
1. Note the attendance policy for this course. Missing too many class sessions will result in automatic 

course failure.  
2. Completion of all assigned work is necessary to pass this course. Any work left uncompleted will result 

in automatic course failure.  
 
I need to know/appeal my grade. 
1. Due to right-to-privacy restrictions, I do not discuss grades via email or over the phone.  
2. I follow a “24/7” policy for discussing and appealing grades. If you want to appeal a grade, submit a 

brief typewritten memo more than 24 hours after and within 7 days of earning that grade explaining 
why you feel a change is warranted.  

 
What’s the course grading scale?  

100-93.0% = A  89.99-87.5% = B+  79.99-77.5% = C+ 69.99-67.5% = D+ 
92.9-90.0% = A-  87.49-83.0% = B  77.49-73.0% = C 67.49-63.0% = D 
82.99-80.0% = B-  72.99-70.0% = C-  62.99-60.0% = D-  
59.99% and below = F 

 
V. Course Assignments  
 3 Exams: each worth 50 pts        30% 
 Top 4 out 5 Reading Responses:  20 pts each     16% 
 Top 5 out 6 Film Response Papers:  25 pts each     25% 
 Participation: 145 pts        29% 
 = Total Points Possible: 500 pts                   100% 
 
Exams (30%) 
Exams are based on our course readings and lecture notes. They consist of multiple choice, true/false, 
short answer and essay questions. The final exam is NOT cumulative. Be sure to thoroughly read the 
study guide for your exams and be able to answer all the questions.  
 
Reading Responses (16%) 
Throughout the term, I will hand out writing prompts at the beginning of class that apply to a set of 
course readings due for that day, and you will be asked to respond to the prompt in class. These 
assignments are meant to help you stay on task with the readings and will require you to think critically 
about the course readings as well as to apply them to relevant media examples. Your top 4 responses 
will count towards your final grade. 
 
Film Response Papers (25%) 
We will watch several screenings, documentaries, and multiple clips from movies, TV shows, web sites, 
etc., intended to illustrate course readings, concepts and/or to facilitate class discussion. Following 
major screenings, I will hand out prompts that will help us to reflect on these films and will ask you to 
critically engage with their content to discern the major ideas or concepts advanced in them. Your top 5 
film responses will count towards your final grade. Please not that this material WILL also be covered on 
the exams and screenings cannot be made up.  
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Participation (29%)  
I regard your active presence as constituting a vital part of your classmates’ learning experiences. Some 
notes regarding presence:  1. Do not equate presence with attendance. You do not earn credit just for 
showing up.  2. Presence includes both being on time to class and meaningful participation in class (i.e. 
quality of your contributions to discussion, group activities, paper workshops, presentations, and 
projecting a productive attitude 
 
 
VI. Tentative Schedule  
 
*** This schedule is preliminary and subject to change.  Advance notice of schedule changes will be given if 
possible.   
 

COMM 3211 Introduction U.S. Electronic Media  

Tues 5/27                                                

Course Introductions & The State of 

Today’s Media 

Media Convergence  

Chapter 1: Mass Communication: A Critical Approach  

Screening: Generation Like (2014) 

Wed 5/28                                                  

Histories of Electronic Media 

Chapter 5: Popular Radio and the Origins of Broadcasting 

Chapter 6:  Television and Cable – The Power of Visual Culture  

Dare to Stream (On The Media PodCast)                         Reading Response 1 

Thurs 5/29                                                                

Sounds and Images 

Chapter 4: Sound Recording and Popular Music  

Why Music Fans Should Care About Net Neutrality (NPR PodCast)  

Screening: Copyright Criminals (2010)                                  Film Response 1  

Fr 5/30                                                              

A Critical Media Studies Paradigm 

 Exam1  

What is a paradigm in Critical Media Studies?                                   

Mo 6/2                                                 

Internet, Digital Media, and Media 

Convergence 

Chapter 2: Internet 

Contemporary Issue #1: Net Neutrality and Surveillance in the Digital Age 

 The Death of Net Neutrality? (On The Media PodCast) 

 Mirk (2014): “Net Neutrality is a Feminist Issue”  

 Thurm & Kane (2010): “Your Apps are Watching You” 

Screening: Terms and Conditions May Apply (2013)      Reading Response 2                           

Tues 6/3                                                           

A Critical Theory Paradigm:       

Commerce of Media 

Chapter 11: Advertising and Commercial Culture  

Turow (2011): “The Daily You. Introduction” (Lore) 

Screening: The Persuaders (2004)                                           Film Response 2  

http://www.onthemedia.org/story/dare-stream/
http://soundcheck.wnyc.org/story/why-music-fans-should-care-about-net-neutrality/?utm_source=/story/dare-stream/&utm_medium=treatment&utm_campaign=morelikethis
http://www.onthemedia.org/story/death-net-neutrality/
http://bitchmagazine.org/post/net-neutrality-is-a-feminist-issue-heres-why
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052748704694004576020083703574602
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Wed 6/4                                                     

Public Relations 

Readings: Chapter 12: Public Relations and Framing the Message  

Screening: Toxic Sludge is Good For You (2002)                    Film Response 3  

Thurs 6/5                                               

Global Media Economics: Mergers, 

Monopolies, and Oligopolies 

Readings: Chapter 13: Media Economics and the Global Market Place  

Contemporary Issue #2: Media Ownership and Democracy    

 McChesney (2008): “The Political Economy of the Media. Enduring 

Issues, Emerging Dilemmas”  (Lore) 

 David Sirota (2012): “The Only Game in Town”(Lore)  

Reading Response 3   

Fr 6/6                                                     

Media and War   

Exam 2  

Nick Turse (2008): “The Complex. How the Military Invades our Everyday 

Lives” (Lore) 

Screening: Control Room (2004)                                                  Film Response 4       

Mo 6/9                                                     

Guest Lecture on Media and Sports  

Johnson: "Everything New is Old again: Sport Television, Innovation, and 

Tradition for a Multi-Platform Era." (Lore) 

Rowe, David. Sports, Culture and the Media: The Unruly Trinity. (Lore) 

Screening: More Than a Game (2008)                              Reading Response 4 

Tues 6/10                                                

Media Regulatory Agencies and 

Policies: FCC, Congress, and Others  

Chapter 16: Legal Controls and Freedom of Expression  

The Telecommunications Act of 1996  

McChesney (2004): “Media Policy and Media Reform” (Lore)                                                                            

BBC News: “What’s behind Turkey’s YouTube block?”     Reading Response 5  

Wed 6/11  
Cultural Studies Paradigm 
 
 

Introduction to the Cultural Studies Paradigm  

Hall (1997): “The Work of Representation” (Lore) 

Screening: Miss Representation (2011)                                Film Response 5  

Thurs 6/12  
Media Effects Paradigm  

Effects of Violent Media  
Chapter 15 (Only pp. 519-534) 
Screening: Tough Guise II (2013)                                            Film Response 6 

 Fr 6/13                                                   

Course Wrap-Up 

 
Final Exam and Course Wrap-Up: Have a great summer! 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-26787590

